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Course Overview

The course is used to provide both a general and brief introduction to cyberspace and cyberstudies as well as a more specific survey of identity and embodiment discourses within cyberstudies.  Embodiment discourses within cyberstudies have been particularly used to discuss the ways in which cyberspace serves as medium through which new forms of power are exercised.  If Donna Haraway is correct about cyberpower, it is better to “be a cyborg than a goddess.”  That is, cyberspace presents us with possibilities which potentially liberate us from patriarchal oppression in particular, but also white supremacy, heterosexism, and classism.  If Foucault is generally correct about power in late capitalism, cyberspace, contrary to Haraway’s assertion, contributes to the construction of new subjects (gendered, raced, sexualized, classed, e. g.) even more vulnerable to new and more insidious exercises of supremacist power.  “Texts” for the course include:  cyberstudies and governance scholarship, film, fiction, a possible fieldtrip, and cyberspace itself.  The “texts” are largely used in order to “visualize” the body (the gendered, raced, sexed, classed body) and to reconsider flows of power in cyberspace.

Texts

John Edward Campbell, Getting it On Online:  Cyberspace, Gay Male Sexuality, and 

Embodied Identity (Binghamton, N. Y.:  Harrington Park Press, 2004).

Lisa Nakamura, Cybertypes:  Race, Ethnicity, and Identity on the Internet (New York:  

Routledge, 2002).

Mackenzie Wark, A Hacker Manifesto (Cambridge, Mass.:  Harvard University Press, 

2004).

Docutek articles.

Videos (as noted on syllabus).

Websites (as noted on syllabus).

Evaluation

“Papers.”  Three “papers.”  Prompts for the three “papers” will be distributed at least two weeks before the due date.  (60% of final grade, 20% for each paper.)  If you are interested in doing an alternative “paper,” you must consult with the instructor by midterm.

Quizzes.  Short writings on the assigned reading for a given class meeting.  Writings, as primer for class discussion, will not exceed one side of a sheet of paper.  No make-ups will be given.  (Quiz average will constitute 20% of final grade.)

Participation.  (20% of final grade.)

Course Policies

1.  In order to receive credit for this course, you must complete half of the quizzes and three “papers.”  

2.  Three unexcused absences may result in the withholding of credit for the class.  Please note that being tardy to class will count as 1/2 absence, so please be on time.

3.  In order to receive credit for the class, you must earn a grade of at least 2.0 (which is a middle “C,” or “average”) on a 4.0 scale.

4.  You should familiarize yourself with the School’s plagiarism policy.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism will lead to a zero on the given assignment as well as the withholding of credit for the class.

5.  If you require an academic adjustment or accommodation, you should start by phoning Services for Students with Disabilities at (312)345-9478 or by emailing Sara Baum at sbaum@artic.edu.  You should also contact me as soon as possible so that we can come to some agreement about the ways that your work will be evaluated.

6.  If your cell rings during class, you will be excused from class for the day.

7.  Late papers will be penalized 1.0 points every 24 hours.

8.  The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus as needed.

Schedule of Readings

(W)
1 Feb.


Introductions.

Cyberstudies:  A Very Brief Overview

(W)
8 Feb.


Reading:


David Bell, “Storying Cyberspace 1:  Material and Symbolic Stories,” in Bell, An 

Introduction to Cybercultures (London:  Routledge, 2001), 6-29.


Arturo Escobar, “Welcome to Cyberia:  Notes on the Anthropology of 

Cyberculture,” Current Anthropology 35 (1994):211-231.


David Silver, “Looking Backwards, Looking Forward:  Cyberculture Studies 

1990-2000,” in David Gauntlett, ed., Web.studies:  Rewiring Media Studies for the Digital Age (Oxford, Eng.:  Oxford University Press, 2000), 19-30.


Nalini P. Kotamraju, “Art Versus Code:  The Gendered Evolution of Web 

Design,” in Philip N. Howard and Steve Jones, Society Online:  The Internet in Context (Thousand Oaks, Calif.:  Sage, 2004), 189-200.


Video (in-class screening):


Cyberpunk (1990).

(F)
10 Feb.


“Paper” 1 due by 5pm.  Electronic submissions only.

Cyberspace and Changing Formations of the Political

(W)
15 Feb.


Reading:


Christopher Hughes, “China and the Internet:  A Question of Politics or 

Management?”  The China Quarterly 175 (2003):818-824.


Ook Lee and Sung Jin Gong, “Overcoming the Confucian Psychological Barrier 

in the Government of Cyberspace,” CyberPsychology & Behavior 7 (2004):25-28.

Todd Joseph and Takako Tsuruki, “Deai-kei:  Japan’s New Culture of 

Encounter,” in Nanette Gottlieb and Mark McLelland, eds., Japanese Cybercultures (London:  Routledge, 2003), 34-49.
Chris Berry and Fran Martin, “Synchretism and Synchronicity:  Queer ‘n’ Asian 

Cyberspace in 1990s Taiwan and Korea,” in Berry, et. al., Mobile Cultures:  New Media in Queer Asia (Durham, N. C.:  Duke University Press, 2003), 87-114.


www.ekac.org.

Governing Cyberspaces, Governing Subjects

(W)
22 Feb.


Reading:

John Perry Barlow, “Declaration of the Independence of Cyberspace,” 

http://homes.eff.org/~barlow/Declaration-Final.html


Tim Jordan, “Power and Cyberspace,” in Jordan, Cyberpower:  The Culture and 

Politics of Cyberspace and the Internet (London:  Routledge, 1999), 1-19.

Foucault, “Governmentality,” in Graham Burchell, et. al., eds., The Foucault 

Effect:  Studies in Governmentality (Chicago:  University of Chicago 

Press, 1991), 87-104.



Kate O’Riordan, “Windows on the Web:  The Female Body and the Web 

Camera,” in Mia Consalvo and Susanna Paasonen, Women and Everyday Uses of the Internet:  Agency and Identity (New York:  Peter Lang Publishing, 2002), 44-61.


Cyborg or Goddess?:  That is the Question

(W)
1 Mar.


Reading

Donna Haraway, “A Cyborg Manifesto:  Science, Technology and Socialist-

Feminism in the Late Twentieth Century,” in Haraway, Simians, Cyborgs, and Women:  The Reinvention of Nature (New York:  Routledge, 1991), 149-181.


Chela Sandoval, “New Sciences:  Cyborg Feminism and the Methodology of the 

Oppressed,” in C. Grey, ed., The Cyborg Handbook (London:  Routledge, 1995), 407-422.



Maureen F. McHugh, “A Coney Island of the Mind,” in Gardner Dozois and 

Sheila Williams, eds., Isaac Asimov’s Cyberdreams (New York:  Ace, 1994), 83-90.


Video (in-class screening):


Lawnmower Man (1992).

(F)
3 Mar.


“Paper” 2, and revisions, due by 5pm.  Electronic submissions only.
Race, Cyberspace, Cybersame?

(W)
8 Mar.


Reading:


Nakamura, 1-60. 

(W)
15 Mar.


Reading:


Nakamura, 61-146.

Sexuality, Cyberspace, and the Refiguring of Disembodiment

(W)
22 Mar.


Reading:


Campbell, 1-110.


(W)
29 Mar.


Reading:


Campbell, 111-192.

Identities, Power, and Videogames

(W)
5 Apr.


Reading:


Mark J. P. Wolf, “The Video Game as Medium,” in Wolf, ed., The Medium of the 

Video Game (Austin, Tex.:  University of Texas Press, 2002).


Shao-I Chiu, “Video Game Addiction in Children and Teenagers in Taiwan,” 

CyberPsychology and Behavior 7 (2004):571-581.


Jeffrey A. Ow, “The Revenge of the Yellowfaced Cyborg:  The Rape of Digital 

Geishas and the Colonization of Cyber-coolies in 3D Realms’ Shadow Warrior,” in Beth E. Kolko, et. al., Race in Cyberspace (New York:  Routledge, 2000), 51-68.


Erica Scharrer, “Virtual Violence:  Gender and Aggression in Video Game 

Advertisements,” Mass Communication and Society 7 (2004):393-412.

(W)
12 Apr.


TBA.

Cyberpower, Cybermanifesto

(W)
19 Apr.


Reading:


Wark 001-206, 

(W)
26 Apr.


Reading:


Wark, 207-389 .

(W)
3 May


No class.  Crits.

(W)
10 May


“Paper” 3, and revisions, due by 6pm.  Electronic submissions only.
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