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Cyberspace is imagined and seems to be such a free place. But as all things are studied, an understanding of their structures will slowly appear. As I study cyberspace and cyberculture, different forms of power are seen. How these powers structures work in cyberspace shall be a basis for opening for more questions of power.


Within cyberstudies, there are two extremes ideas of how to talk about cyberspace: Foucault and Haraway. I would like to speak alongside Foucault and my own generation’s understandings and experiences with cyberspace. Foucault’s way of thinking about power is simple; power is constantly being transferred though relations to people and things through domination. This domination is found through knowing, use, or hiding information. While I believe that the Internet is just another form of communication technology; I also believe that each new communication technology, is a step closer towards a better experimentation of power. So with the Internet still in its teenage puberty, how does power work? Contrary to popular belief, the internet is not free. Not free from money payment nor government rules. The whole basis of the Internet is executed from the idea that it will require some of your resources and knowledge. This type of dedication or service puts the author at a considerable power advantage. Even if viewers can rate or comment, this allows the author domination because people are coming to his site for information. Why I believe cyberstudies continues to mention Foucault is because of the idea that power is a continual loop upon itself. Power is a moebius strip. While an author has power and dominates, the author is also dominated because the US controls all domain names. People use domain names as a easy way to assess the web. Authors use domains names for the public. Authors are restricted upon using information with copyright. Everything is a pointing finger of power towards some other form of domination. 


Power also works because it has to. In this current form of experimenting with information technologies, our culture cannot run without it. All technologies need trained engineers to maintain these machines. Although this is simple domination, it is severely needed to keep everything intact. Until the point where machines are able to fix and improve upon themselves, there will never be a day where power does not matter. And upon that day: the machines will dominate us. Power furthers itself within cyberspace by constantly constraining the user. At this point in time, a viewer must use a keyboard and a monitor or a cell phone to be interconnected. Wishes of the idealized freedom cannot yet be found through our technologies, this breaks the dreams of people who soon figure out that there is a currently a glass roof. While this type of constant restriction is the type of push that causes the readers of cyberpunk literature to make their dreams into reality, it is also a form of power struggle over the user. Unable to break the human drama and condition and unable to hurdle the code and wiring.  Power works in cyberspace to further its domination over the non-users. Everything that happens within cyberspace can only help to amount of domination grow. The only way to stop this domination is to pull the plug on it all (which all is all, means to destroy everything). Cyberspace studies, communication technologies, social ills, ect. all help humaity to better cope with cyberstudies and its strange facts. This is why cyberstudies has become a larger topic; because it helps us learn from everything while combining elements of every subject. Does cyber_____ dominate us? Or do we dominate cyber_____? This becomes interesting when put into context of how the Internet operates. Is Internet behavior and connections just a reflection of the way things are quickly changing? Power does matter in this equation of what the future we are creating. We are slowly learning that as technologies come out quicker, people are only learning and adjusting them quicker.


Does power within cyberspace come from the technologies or from the people? While technologies must derive from people, we then depend instead on the technology itself as a governor. Dominations such as company over customer serves as a constant trivial questioning. If technologies itself are powerful and the power stays within it, this is a sign that humans have the ability to raise the next unforeseen bar. But if people create technologies and the power is having and controlling that technology, then we are stuck within the same simple spiral of human condition and desire. A main sign that technologies themselves do have power is the simple fact that we are depending on much of our lives to automated services. We only depend on more and better machines to do these practices. We also depend on those trusty engineers. Another sign is that we are connecting these machines to our bodies either permanently or temporarily. An extremely simply but elusive fact; my generation has memorized the keyboard, internet jargon, fast precise clicking, and sorting of information. While these are mundane forms of technological domination, it is important to note the differences in generation standards of what is normal. Foucault’s power structure has not fallen from fame in these instances. It is still ever present as I speak of technology dominating humans. Of coarse, humans dominate machines. The never-ending switching cycle of power. Though the main question will persist, how much will the amount be in which humans dominate machines?


Cyberspace continues to grow in its efforts and restrictions of how a person may be able to form their thoughts outwardly. Foucault’s description of power is a valuable analysis of how I believe cyberspace operates. Through this analysis, different forms and structures were seen of the impenetrable cyberspace.
